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CONFIDENTIAL KABUL 7326 
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SUB J : AFGHAN/SOVIET CULTURAL AGREEMENT CONCLUDED 

1 . SUMMARY: BILATERAL AGREEMENTS FOR SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL 
EXCHANGES REACHED DURING A VISIT TO MOSCOW BY AFGHAN MINISTER 

OF INFORMATION AND CULTURE MOHAMMAD HASSAN BAREQ-SHAFEYE UNDER- 
SCORE THE GROWING TIES BETWEEN THE REVOLUTIONARY REGIME IN KABUL 
AND THE SOVIET UNION. END SUMMARY 

2. THE NINE-DAY VISIT TO THE SOVIET UNION BY BAREQ-SHAFEYE'S 
THREE-MAN AFGHAN DELEGATION (WHICH ALSO INCLUDED ABDUL KAYUM 
NOORZAI, SECOND DEPUTY MINISTER OF EDUCATION. AND MOHAMMAD 
AMIN AFGHANPOOR. DEPUTY MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND CULTURE) 
RESULTED PRINCIPALLY IN THE SIGNING OF A BILATERAL SCIENTIFIC 
AND CULTURAL AGREEMENT FOR 1978-79. ACCORDING TO AFGHAN PRESS 
REPORTS, THIS ACCORD "ENVISAGED EXCHANGES IN THE FIELD OF HIGHER 
EDUCATION, ART, CULTURE, AND PUBLIC HEALTH." A "NEWS BULLETIN" 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 KABUL 07326 131048Z 

ISSUED BY THE SOVIET EMBASSY IN KABUL CLAIMED THAT AN AGREEMENT 
WAS ALSO SIGNED WHICH PROLONGED THE JOINT SOVIET-AFGHAN ARCHAEO- 
LOGICAL EXPEDITION FOR THE YEARS 1978-1982. THE SOVIET ACCOUNT 
FURTHER CONTENDS THAT THE SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL EXCHANGE 
AGREEMENT REACHED IN MOSCOW BY BAREQ-SHAFEYE COVERS THE SAME 
YEARS, RATHER THAN JUST 1978-79 AS REPORTED IN THE AFGHAN MEDIA. 
MOREOVER, WHILE THE AFGHAN MEDIA GAVE FAIRLY STANDARD AND BLAND 
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COVERAGE TO THE VISIT ("FRUITFUL AND CONSTRUCTIVE TALKS ON 
ISSUES OF MUTUAL INTEREST"), THE SOVIET EMBASSY BULLETIN QUOTED 
BAREQ-SHAFEYE AS HAVING SAID THE AGREEMENTS "USHERED IN A NEW 
STAGE IN THE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO STATES," AND ADDED 
THAT "FRIENDLY CONTACTS" DATED FROM THE ESTABLISHMENT OF DIPLO- 
MATIC RELATIONS, "AT THE SOURCE OF WHICH THE GREAT LENIN HAD 
STOOD." 

3. COMMENT: THIS PARTICULAR BILATERAL AGREEMENT WITH THE USSR 
IS ONE OF THE FEW CONCLUDED BY THIS REGIME WHICH DOES NOT 
FALL WITHIN THE ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE FIELD. THE CONTRAST IN 
TONES BETWEEN THE AFGHAN MEDIA AND THE SOVIET EMBASSY "NEWS 
BULLETIN" (WHICH WAS A REPLAY OF AN AGENTSTVO PECHATI NOVOSTI 
ARTICLE) COULD REFLECT THIS REGIME'S SENSITIVITY TO PUBLICIZING 
TOO EXCESSIVELY THE DETAILS OF ITS GROWING RELATIONSHIP WITH 
THE USSR. MOREOVER, THE AFGHAN OMISSION OF ANY REFERENCE TO AN 
EXTENDED AGREEMENT COVERING JOINT ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXPLORATION 
CAME AT A TIME WHEN THE GOVT MAY HAVE BEEN STALLING PERMISSION 
FOR A FRENCH TEAM TO RETURN TO THE TRADITIONAL FRENCH ARCHAEOLO- 
GICAL SITE AT AI KHANOM ON THE OXUS (PERMISSION, HOWEVER, HAS 
SUBSEQUENTLY BEEN GIVEN FOR THE FRENCH TO RETURN TO AI KHANUM, 
WHERE THEY HAVE BEEN WORKING FOR DECADES). 
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